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REMARKS 

Applicants thank the Examiner for the courtesy of a telephone interview on June 28, 
2005. The Examiner and Applicants' representative, William Guerin, discussed U.S. Patent 
No. 5,938,324 with respect to the rejection of independent claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Applicants are filing this response within the shortened statutory period. Consequently, 
Applicants believe that no fee is due with this filing; however, if a fee is due please charge 
Deposit Account No. 502295. 

The Office Action Summary does not indicate whether there the drawings filed on 
October 8, 2003 are acceptable. Therefore Applicants request that the Examiner indicate whether 
the drawings are acceptable in the next communication. 

Claims 1-14 were presented for examination. The Office Action rejects claims 1-14. 
This paper amends claims I and 7, and cancels claims 4 and 9. Claims 1-3, 5-8 and 10-14 are 
now pending in the application. 

Rejection nf Claims M4 under 35 U.S.C. ^ 103 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Salmon et 
al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,938,324, hereafter "Salmon"). Claims 7-14 are rejected under are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Salmon in view of Naganawa et al. 
(US. Patent No. 6,099,1 52, hereafter "Naganawa"). Applicants respectfully traverse the 
rejections to the extent they are maintained against the claims as amended because the cited 
references taken alone or in combination do not teach or suggest each and every element of 
Applicants' claimed invention. 

Applicants' invention relates to a device for conducting light through an 
electromagnetic compliant faceplate. The device includes light pipes and a connector. The 
connector maintains the alignment of the light pipes with respect to each other and enables the 
device to be mounted to feceplate hardware. The connector substantially reduces the bleeding 
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or leakage of light from one light pipe into another light pipe in comparison with conventional 
light pipe devices. The connector includes an elongated portion and, for each light pipe, an 
attachment portion that extends from the elongated portion to the light pipe. The attachment 
portions are orthogonal to their respective light pipes and the elongated portion. (See, e.g., 
paragraph 0015 of Applicants' originally-filed specification) Consequently, any light that 
leaks from a light pipe into an attachment portion must then pass through a pafli that includes 
the elongated portion and another attachment portion before entering another light pipe. Such 
a path includes multiple bends which cause an inefficient transmission of light between light 
pipes. 

Amended independent claim 1 recites a connector having an elongated portion and first 
and second attachment portions. The attachment portions extend "substantially orthogonal 
from the elongated portion, the first attachment portion extending substantially orthogonal 
from the first light pipe and the second attachment portion extending substantially orthogonal 
from the second light pipe, wherein a path defined between the first and second light pipes 
through the connector conducts substantially no light due to a plurality of bends therein." 

Salmon discloses a device having one or more light pipes for transmitting light from 
LED sources on a printed circuit board. The device mounts directly to a printed circuit board 
so that one end of each light pipe is aligned with an LED on the circuit board. Salmon 
discloses in FIG. 3 light transmitting members (i.e., light pipes) [22] and [68]. Each light pipe 
has a first end and a second end. A first portion of each light pipe extends from its first end to 
a curved portion and a second portion of each light pipe extends from the curved portion to the 
second end of the light pipe. (See column 3, lines 48-62). 

Salmon does not disclose or suggest a connector that includes the two attachment 
portions as set forth in amended claim 1. Even if the cross member [79] is construed to be the 
elongated portion of the connector, Applicants respectfully disagree with the assertion in the 
Office Action that the second portions [26] and [88] of the light pipes are the attachment 
portions recited in claim 1. Salmon identifies these second portions [26] and [88] as part of 
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the light pipes. (See, e.g., column 3, lines 56-62) Moreover, Salmon also describes the 
functionality of the disclosed light pipes with respect to FIG. 1 . In particular, the single 
illustrated light pipe [22] has a first end [24] and a second end [26]. Light fom an LED enters 
the light pipe at the second end [26] and exits from the first end [24], Thus the second 
portions [26] and [88] in FIG. 3 are part of the light pipes and cannot be the attachment 
portions of the connector recited in claim h 

Salmon also discloses a "connecting portion" [90J which provides structural support 
and prevents perceptible cross talk and mixing or bleeding of light between light-transmitting 
members [22] and [68] and the LEDs on the printed circuit board" (column 4, lines 5-9) The 
connecting portion [90], however, is a direct (i.e., straight) path between adjacent light pipes 
and does not include the attachment portions of the connector as recited in claim 1 . 

Because Salmon does not teach or suggest each and every element of independent 
claim 1, Applicants respectfully request that the rejection of claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) be 
withdrawn. Claims 2-3 and 5-6 depend directly from patentable independent claim 1 and 
incorporate all of its limitations, and therefore are also patentably distinguishable over the 
cited reference for at least those reasons provided with respect to claim h Therefore, 
Applicants respectfully request that the rejection of each of these dependent claims also be 
withdrawn. 

Naganawa discloses a light conducting structure for control pan els used, for example, 
in automobiles. The structure includes light shielding portions and light conducting portions 
in an integral unit. Like Salmon, Naganawa does not disclose or suggest a connector between 
light pipes that has orthogonal attachment portions. 

Claim 7 as now set forth recites language similar to amended claim I . Thus Salmon or 
Naganawa, either alone or in combination, do not teach or suggest each and every element of 
independent claim 7 and Applicants respectfully request that the rejection of claim 7 under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) be withdrawn. Claims 8 and 10-14 depend directly or indirectly from 
patentable independent claim 7 and incorporate all of its limitations, and therefore are also 
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patentably distinguishable over the cited references for at least those reasons provided with 
respect to claim 7. Therefore, Applicants respectfully request that the rejection of each of 
these dependent claims also be withdrawn. 

It is believed that all of the pending claims have been addressed. However, the 
absence of a reply to a specific rejection, issue or comment does not signify agreement with or 
concession of that rejection, issue or comment. In addition, because the arguments made 
above may not be exhaustive, there maybe reasons for patentability of any or all pending 
claims that have not been expressed. 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the remarks made herein. Applicants submit that the application is in condition 
for allowance and request early favorable action by the Examiner. 

If the Examiner believes that a telephone conversation with the Applicants' representative 
would expedite allowance of this application, the Examiner is cordially invited to call the 
undersigned at (508) 303-2003. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: June 29, 2005 
Reg. No. 41,047 




Attorney for Applicants 
Guerin & Rodriguez, LLP 



Tel. No.: (508)303-2003 
Fax No.: (508)303-0005 



5 Mount Royal Avenue 
Marlborough, MA 01752 
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